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An elegant and cool intense red 
raspberry and plum fruit nose 
introduces pure, refined and 
detailed middle weight flavors 
that possess fine balance and 
solid if not exceptional 
persistence. I really like the style 
here as it really is unusually 
sophisticated and the only nit 
holding this back is a lack of 
outstanding depth, which in 
fairness may come with time in 
bottle

Pinot Noir Sonoma Coast
La Cruz Vineyard 2004

KELLER ESTATE

--Allen Meadows, Burghound

www.burghound.com



2005 Keller Estate
La Cruz Vineyard
Sonoma Coast 
Chardonnay 

Founders Arturo and Deborah 
Keller established Petaluma
Valley's first winery, now directed
by daughter Ana Keller. This
wine benefits from cooling
maritime influences: the San 
Pablo Bay to the south and fog
from the northwest. Winemaker
Michael McNeill has made a rich
California-style wine, which has 
very ripe apple, sweet pear and
caramel with a bit of stoniness. 
Integrated and nicely balanced.

www.sfgate.com

Keller Estate is taking care to get the details right before getting into the glare of 
major public recognition. The aromas are so sweet, I thought of pancake syrup 
(syrup came in raspberry or blackberry flavors). There’s also leather, cedar, smoke, 
vanilla, and pretty much everything else a ripe red wine can pull out of skins, 
seeds, and oak barrels. You get all this as flavors, in a juicy wine that’s vivid from 
the get-go. Though the alcohol is up there, nearly 15 percent this is not a big 
plush bomber. I found it to be a luscious palate-awakener that gets both the 
sweetness and ascorbic acid of real raspberries and blackberries. As it crosses the 
mid-palate the wine also releases Syrah’s brambly side, a bit of warm blood, and a 
touch of raw meat. I have no doubt that this can age a decade, but who will wait 
that long? Thom Elkjer

Recommendation: 2004 La Cruz Vineyard Syrah
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Full with the spicy warmth 
of alcohol, this shows the 
maturity of its fruit in scents 
of violets, raisins and jam. 
For grilled lamb.

Syrah Sonoma Coast
La Cruz Vineyard 2004

www.wineandspirits.com
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Keller enters the big leagues with 
this marvelously layered Pinot 
Noir. For starters, it’s delicious. Dry 
and crisp, the flavors are of ripe 
cherries, raspberries, tangerines, 
pomegranates and cola with 
smoky spicy complexities from 
new French oak. The mouth feel 
is smooth and velvety, leading to 
a long finish. Best now through
2010.  December 31st

Pinot Noir Sonoma Coast
La Cruz Vineyard 2005

www.winemag.com

KELLER ESTATE
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Here there is a slightly deeper 
briar and blueberry component 
compared to the 2004 that leads 
to precise, intense and silky 
flavors that again deliver 
impressive balance and sneaky 
length.

Pinot Noir Sonoma Coast
La Cruz Vineyard 2005

KELLER ESTATE

--Allen Meadows, Burghound

www.burghound.com
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This spicy, refreshing white 
comes from the windswept 
Petaluma Gap region, west 
of Carneros. It’s aged in 
stainless steel and neutral 
Oak, which help keep its 
flavor bright.

2006 Oro de Plata 
Chardonnay

www.foodandwine.com

KELLER ESTATE

Star Selections
Best New California 

Chardonnays

Take Keller’s unoaked Chard, 
add some well-toasted new 
French oak, and you get this 
rich version. The oak stars, 
putting out buttered toast, 
crème brûlee and vanilla 
spice flavors. Down under all 
that is a wealth of tropical fruit, 
peach and green apple 
flavors.

2004 La Cruz 
Chardonnay

www.foodandwine.com
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KELLER ESTATE
Chardonnay Sonoma

Coast
La Cruz Vineyard 2005

Lovely nose of Apple, 
mango and slight 
pineapple. Turns citrusy 
on the palate, with 
bright, crunchy acidity 
and firm structure.
Gorgeous texture 2008-
2011

www.decanter.com


